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Dear Church Family,
As the air turns crisp and the leaves begin their transformation, it’s a beautiful reminder of God’s amazing artistry in the world. The next few months will pass quickly, and before we know it, we’ll be celebrating the birth of Jesus. Let’s make sure we take time to slow down and enjoy this season…admire the colors, feel the change, and give thanks for God’s handiwork all around us.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 4 at 10:00 a.m., when we will host our Blessing of the Animals. Bring your beloved pets…dogs, cats, birds, fish, horses, and even reptiles…for a special blessing and a celebration of God’s creation. We hope it will be a joyful, safe, and memorable time for everyone, and we promise to do our best not to regret welcoming every type of furry, feathery, scaly, or hoofed friend!
This season is also full of exciting activity here at First UMC. Our C4C program has launched with incredible reception from the school…the children, the staff, administration, and even the Superintendent, who recently mentioned the program by name!
Thank you for your thoughtful feedback on the Sacred Grounds & Sundry Shop concept. It’s a real possibility for us to do meaningful ministry right here in town and beyond. One concern we’ve heard is about volunteering time. We hear you! Some have already offered to serve, and others have suggested additional resources. We’re exploring partnerships with the local high school, homeschool groups, and Montgomery Community College to provide internship hours for students in, but not limited to the business and culinary programs. The vision is also widened to include other churches, civic organizations and people throughout the community. For this initiative to succeed, it will take the entire community working together…and that’s exactly what we hope to see if God leads us forward in this endeavor.
We trust God to guide this vision. Our role is to be faithful stewards of God’s resources, to have hearts that seek God’s will, and to discern wisely how best to serve. Thank you for your prayers, encouragement, and generosity as we journey together into this season of ministry and community engagement.
With gratitude and blessings,
Pastor Michael Williams
Cell: 252.339.5017 Email: mwilliams@nccumc.org
Office Hours: M-Th, 8:00am-12:00noon    Phone: 910.439.6475
Email: firstumcmtgilead@gmaill.com
First and Zion website:  https://www.umcmtgilead.com
[image: https://www.facebookbrand.com/img/fb-art.jpg]Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/First-United-Methodist-Church-Mt-Gilead-NC-135881489769094






First UMC Homecoming
[image: A fish swimming in the water

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Homecoming is this Sunday, September 28th at First UMC. Tell your friends, family, and previous Church members! 
Weekly Bible Study
[image: Cup of coffee with a spoon on a table]Pastor Michael has a weekly study on Wednesdays at 10 am at the Trilogy Bookstore on Main st. It is a study that uses The Wired Word™ to look at current events and relates them back to scripture. The group has been growing every week. Come join the discussion and grab a coffee or tasty homemade treat while you are there. 
Zion Sunday Worship
[image: A picture containing building, sky, outdoor, tree

Description automatically generated]Zion Services begin at 9 am every Sunday morning. Zion also broadcasts the Sunday services via Facebook Live every week. Type the address below in your internet browser to go to the Facebook page and hit the follow button and you will be alerted every time the Church begins a live service.
https://www.facebook.com/Zion-UMC-102359131221555/?ref=page_internal
[image: A cat]Blessing of the Animals
There will be a special and unique service on October 4th at 10 am on the front lawn of FUMC. 
Any animals are invited to come as long as they are leashed, kenneled, or saddled. Bring your pets and scaly friends to this one-of-a-kind service. 
Montgomery Humane Society will also be onhand with adoptable animals as well. 

Ladies Exercise
The Ladies exercise group meets every Tuesday and Thursday from 9-10am. Anyone is welcome to attend. No experience needed. Come and join them! 
United Methodist Women of Faith
The United Methodist Women of Faith will hold their next meeting October 1st at 11 am. The meeting will be in the Fellowship Hall. The Women will begin their study of Psalms. President Lee Ann has asked for everyone to read Psalms 1 & 2 if you can before the meeting.
Feeding Love
God’s love is reaching others through the help and encouragement of the Feeding Love ministry. What once started as serving around 30 people each time has turned into serving around 100-150 people on average.
The next events will be October 25th and Thanksgiving Day- November 27th from 11:30-1:30 each day.
You are invited to come and eat free food and to build up the community of faith with your prayers and enjoy Christian fellowship with one another. If you know someone who needs food, but can’t get to the event, you may take carryout plates to them.
If you are interested in feeding people with good food and with God’s unconditional love, please contact Henry Antos. Donations are welcome. 
The Inasmuch Ministry hopes and prays to continue to reach more people in our community and beyond. Please continue to invite anyone you know that may benefit from this ministry.
Dessert Donations Needed
If you aren’t able to come and help on Feeding Love days, but still want to help, Henry has asked if the congregation can help with dessert donations each month. The cost of the desserts continue to increase through his food supplier and regular donations by anyone able would help drastically offset his costs each month. 
He especially will need donations of desserts on Thanksgiving day.
United Methodist Men
The Methodist Men next meeting will be October 19th at 7:30am. Come join them for Breakfast and Business.

Children’s Message
While there aren’t kids every Sunday at First UMC, we would still like to always have a children’s message ready for the kids. We need more people to volunteer to have a short message prepared and ready to go if there are Children present. If you feel led to help with this, please reach out to Rev. Michael or Taryn in the office. 

Sunday School at FUMC
Please join us for Adult Sunday School at 9:45 am on Sundays. Currently all Sunday School classes are combined and are meeting in the Minnie Frutchey Classroom. We would love to see you there!
Prayer Concerns
Please remember all our loved ones that are sick, recovering, bereaved, and in a nursing home or assisted living with your prayers and cards.
Remember our nursing home and assisted living residents:
Elsie Harwood	     Marietta Andrews
Those that need continued prayer, in the hospital, ill or recovering:
Ann Bates			Noi
Chris Baxley			Bob Lowdermilk
Ann Andrews			Nicholas Morris
Derek Bland			Abby Powers
John Bowers			Angie Rayfield
Kathaleen Chandley		Jake Rodgers
Tony Gould			Jane Rushing
Phil Harris			John Savino
Jim Harris 			Lavon Taylor
Nira Heyer			Larry Thompson
Betty Ingram			Jon Whitney
	

Altar Flowers
[image: Flowers in pot outline]Chancel flowers: The 2025 Flower Calendar is on the board for your attention! Don’t forget to sign up before your date has been taken. The calendar for 2026 will be going up soon! Start planning now.

Honorarium/Memorial Gifts
Gifts were given to FUMC in memory of:
· Tip Harris by Ann Bates
· Alva Crump by Ann Bates
· ER Crump by Ann Bates
· Janice Chandler by Ann Bates
· Pam Story by Ann Bates
· Mary Ellen Haywood by Ann Bates
· Cathy Heyer Haithcock by Ann Bates 
· Sarah Jordan by Brady & Joan Dickson
· Don Oliver by Brady & Joan Dickson, Elizabeth Powell, Ann Bates
· Betty Oliver by Brady & Joan Dickson, Elizabeth Powell, Ann Bates
· Jimmy Deaton by Jim & Jodi Kiser, Ken & Jackie Jahns

[bookmark: _Hlk146705294]Chancel Choir/ Bell Choir
[image: Bell outline][image: Music note with solid fill]The Handbell Choir practices on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
Chancel Choir practice is on Wednesdays at 6:30pm. 
Trunk -R- Treat
On Friday, October 31st from 6:00-9:00 pm there will be a Trunk-r-Treat event held on Main St in front of FUMC. The road will be closed off and anyone is invited to show up and hand out candy.   
[image: ]

Thanksgiving Service
There  will be an Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service on November 23rd at 6 pm at First UMC.  

	

	~September 2025~
	

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1 



	2
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	3 10 am- UMW
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore

Anne Stilwell
	4 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


Civitans 6pm
	5



	6
7:30am-Food Pantry- 
McAuley Memorial & Parson’s Grove Baptist



	7  13th Sunday after Pentecost
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion (Holy Communion)
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First (Holy Communion)
	8




Melani Dove
	9 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	10 
10am- The Wired Word™ @ Trilogy Bookstore

	11  
9-10am- Seniors Exercise



	12




	13
7:30am- Food Pantry-  Woodrun


Teddy McRae

	14 14th Sunday after Pentecost
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First
	15   




	16 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

Nira Heyer
Fellowship Hall Reserved Chi Sigma
	17 
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore

	18   
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	19



	20
7:30 am- Food Pantry- Calvary Baptist

11:30-1:30 Feeding Love

Donna Keesler

	21 15th Sunday after Pentecost
7:30am- UMM Breakfast Meeting
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion 
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First  
Jackie Brown
	22



Fellowship Hall Reserved
Amity Club
	23 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise



Rodney McRae
	24
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore


Clarence Cameron
	25
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

Fellowship Hall Reserved
Dan Jones
	26



Fellowship Hall Reserved
Jerry Williams
	27 7:30 am- Food Pantry- Mt. Gilead Civitans 

Fellowship Hall Reserved
Tim Hill
Lanna McRae
Lee & Alisha McRae

	28 16th Sunday after Pentecost
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion 
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First  **Homecoming 

	29



	30
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

	
	
	
	*All items in red are birthdays/anniversaries



	

	~October 2025~
	

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	*All items in red are birthdays/anniversaries

	


	 


	1
10 am- UMW
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore

	2
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

Civitans 6pm
	3



Jack Jordan
	4
7:30 am- Food Pantry- 
The Landing
10am Blessing of the Animals

	5 4th Sunday after Pentecost
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion (Holy Communion)
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First (Holy Communion)
	6 


Jack & Sue Jordan
	7 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	8 
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore 

	9 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	10



Earl Poplin
	11
7:30am-Food Pantry- 
Woodrun

Billy & Kay Martin

	12 5th Sunday after Pentecost
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First
	13




	14 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

Beth Lancaster
	15 
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore

	16  
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

John Watson
	17



Jackie Jahns
Jen Williams
	18
7:30am- Food Pantry- Calvary Baptist

Tim Evans

	19 6th  Sunday after Pentecost 
7:30am- UMM Breakfast Meeting
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First
	20   


	21 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

Fellowship Hall Reserved Chi Sigma
	22 
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore


	23   
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	24



Pat Cameron
Jim & Jodi Kiser
	25
7:30 am- Food Pantry- Thomasville Missionary Baptist/ Snow Hill AME Zion
11:30-1:30 Feeding Love

	26 7th Sunday after Pentecost
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion 
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First  

	27

	28
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	29
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore


	30
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

Cathy Poole
	31
Trunk-r-Treat 
6:00-9:00 pm on Main Street
	



	

	~November 2025~
	

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	*All items in red are birthdays/anniversaries
	

	

	

	

	


	1
7:30 am- Food Pantry- 
Mohawk Industries
Nancy Switzer

	2 8th Sunday after Pentecost
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion (Holy Communion)
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First (Holy Communion)
	3 



	4
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	5 
10 am- UMW
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore

	6 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

Fellowship Hall reserved 6pm
	7



	8
7:30am-Food Pantry- 
Woodrun

Mitch & Sandy Taylor

	9 9th Sunday after Pentecost
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First
	10



	11 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

Sarah Price
	12 
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore


	13  
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	14




	15
7:30am- Food Pantry- Calvary Baptist



	16 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
7:30am- UMM Breakfast Meeting
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First
	17   


Paul & Sophia Chandley
Jack Dove
	18 
9-10am- Seniors Exercise

Fellowship Hall Reserved Chi Sigma
	19 
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore


	20   
9-10am- Seniors Exercise


	21



	22
7:30 am- Food Pantry- First Presbyterian Church
Jim Evans


	23 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion 
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First  
6pm-  Thanksgiving service at FUMC
	24 

Fellowship Hall Reserved
Amity Club
Jodi Kiser
	25

	26
10am- The Wired Word™ @  Trilogy Bookstore



	27
Office Closed for Thanksgiving
11:30-1:30 Feeding Love
Don Burris
Perry Andrews
	28



Ron & Kathryn Kincaid
	29
7:30 am- Food Pantry- Gilmont Service Club

Peggy Evans
Pat McRae

	30 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
9am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at Zion 
9:45am- Sunday School @ FUMC
11am – Facebook Live/in-person worship at First  
	
	
	
	
	
	



FUMC Church Assistance for September/ October/ November

	[bookmark: _Hlk209518608]Date
	Adult SS Teacher
	Liturgist
	Ushers
	Children's Sermon
	Open/Close

	Sep 21, 2025
	Alan Williams
	John Stilwell
	Bruce Haywood & Winston Mansfield
	Lee Ann Efird
	Bruce Haywood

	Sep 28, 2025
	Mitch Taylor
	Jackie Jahns
	Bruce Haywood & Winston Mansfield
	Michael Williams
	Bruce Haywood

	
	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk209518637]Date
	Adult SS Teacher
	Liturgist
	Ushers
	Children's Sermon
	Open/Close

	Oct 5, 2025
	Jim Kiser
	Jackie Jahns
	Jerry & Amy Williams
	Anne Evans
	Lewis Dorsett

	Oct 12, 2025
	Jodi Kiser
	Cathy Poole 
	Jerry & Amy Williams
	Jackie Jahns
	Lewis Dorsett

	Oct 19, 2025
	Alan Williams
	Ron Kincaid
	Jerry & Amy Williams
	Lee Ann Efird
	Lewis Dorsett

	Oct 26, 2025
	Emily Patillo
	Mitch Taylor
	Jerry & Amy Williams
	Michael Williams
	Lewis Dorsett



	Date
	Adult SS Teacher
	Liturgist
	Ushers
	Children's Sermon
	Open/Close

	Nov 2, 2025
	Mitch Taylor
	John Stilwell
	Cathy Poole & Lee Ann Efird
	
	Gil Haywood

	Nov 9, 2025
	Jim Kiser
	Millie Bruton
	Cathy Poole & Lee Ann Efird
	Jackie Jahns
	Gil Haywood

	Nov 16, 2025
	Alan Williams
	Jackie Jahns
	Cathy Poole & Lee Ann Efird
	Lee Ann Efird
	Gil Haywood

	Nov 23, 2025
	Jodi Kiser
	Cathy Poole 
	Jack Dove & Lee Ann Efird
	Michael Williams
	Gil Haywood

	Nov 30, 2025
	Emily Patillo
	Jen Williams
	Cathy Poole & Lee Ann Efird
	Anne Evans
	Gil Haywood



[image: ]
Hold your smart phone’s camera above the QR code to the right and a message will pop-up asking you to go to the website. 
Don’t worry if you don’t know what a QR code is, you can always just type www.umcmtgilead.com in your search bar and it will take you straight to the website!
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